
 

 

1 - Recommendation/s  

For Elected Members to consider and note the information contained within the 

North Wales Safeguarding Board Annual Report 2018/19. 
 

 

 

2 – Link to Council Plan / Other Corporate Priorities  

The Council believes that every child and adult has the right to be safe from harm.   One 

of the responsibilities of the North Wales Safeguarding Board is to ensure that each North 

Wales local authority safeguards the people that live in their respective county. 

 

3 – Guiding Principles for Scrutiny Members  

To assist Members when scrutinising the topic:-  
 

3.1 Impact the matter has on individuals and communities [focus on customer/citizen] 

 

3.2 A look at the efficiency & effectiveness of any proposed change – both financially and 

in terms of quality [focus on value] 
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3.3 A look at any risks [focus on risk]  

 

3.4 Scrutiny taking a performance monitoring or quality assurance role [focus on 

performance & quality] 

 

3.5 Looking at plans and proposals from a perspective of: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 

 [focus on wellbeing] 
 

 

4 - Key Scrutiny Questions  

The extent to which the Safeguarding Board has implemented its most recent 

Annual Plan? 

The effectiveness of the partnership in working together and holding each other 

to account? 

Are there areas in which the boards need to be able to demonstrate more 

improvement in the area of improved outcomes for Children and Adults at Risk? 

How does Isle of Anglesey support and contribute to the Board’s effectiveness? 

 

 

5 – Background / Context  

Legal Framework  

5.1 The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 provides the 

statutory framework for Social Care in Wales.  The Safeguarding Boards 

(General) (Wales) Regulations 2015 relate to setting up and the function 

of the Safeguarding Boards. Regulations 5 and 6 relate to the making of 

annual plans and annual reports by Safeguarding Boards.  The North 

Wales Safeguarding Annual Report 2018/19 was approved by all 

members of the respective Children and Adult Boards. 

 

5.2 Welsh Government Working Together to Safeguard People Guidance, , 

states that the objectives of a Safeguarding Children Board are: 

 To protect children within its area who are experiencing, or 

are at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and 

 To prevent children within its area from becoming at risk of 

abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm. 

 

and the objectives of a Safeguarding Adults’ Board are to protect adults 

within its area who - 

 Have needs for care and support (whether or not a local 

authority is meeting any of those needs), and 

 Are experiencing, or are at risk of, abuse or neglect 

 To prevent those adults within its area becoming at risk of 

abuse or neglect. 

 

5.3 Both boards set the strategic direction of safeguarding, including policy 



direction, and monitoring the effectiveness of safeguarding within 

agencies across the region. Boards commission practice reviews and 

disseminate learning to practitioners which ensures that local learning is 

widely known and that safeguarding is high on the agenda at all levels of 

the workforce. 

 

Priorities 2018/19 

5.4 Adults Board - improve Outcomes, Increased Knowledge and Continuous 

Learning, and develop Strong Leadership and Evidenced Compliance. 

The Children’s Board focused on proactively working in partnership to 

keep children safe from sexual and criminal exploitation in North Wales. 

To improve the multi-agency responses to children displaying harmful 

sexual behaviours (HSB) and that experiences and outcomes improve for 

children who have lived, or who are living with domestic abuse 

 

Priorities 2019/20 

5.5 For 2019/20 following the Board’s Business development day and also in 

discussion with other Safeguarding Partnership Boards in North Wales, 

two strategic shared priorities were identified, with one individual priority 

each for the Children’s and Adults Boards: Exploitation [Shared Priority]: 

Domestic Abuse [Shared Priority]: Improved awareness and compliance 

in the Adult at Risk Process [Adults’ Board Priority] and Safeguarding in 

Education [Children’s Board Priority] 

 

Key Messages from the Annual Report 

5.6 Safeguarding requires effective partnership working and the Annual 

Report 2018/19 acknowledges good practice across the region, as well as 

areas for development. These areas for development will be reflected in 

the North Wales Safeguarding Board business plan for 2019/20.  

 

5.7 There are clear risks to children and adults at risk if services across the 

region are not delivered in a safe and robust manner. 

 

5.8 Safeguarding requires everyone to work together to safeguard people. 

There is strong partnership and a collaborative working culture 

established across a large regional footprint and commitment in the 

coming year to strengthen and consolidate the progress made to date to 

safeguard and protect the most vulnerable members of our communities. 

An important piece of work is the review of current regional partnership 

structures from a Safeguarding and Community Safety perspective, in 

order to ensure that complex and cross cutting issues such as County 

Lines can be managed in an effective way 

 

5.9 The North Wales Safeguarding Board recognises the need to strengthen 

the level of participation and therefore established an Engagement and 

Participation sub group to promote engagement with Children / Adults and 

their carers to ensure that they are given the opportunity to participate. 

 

5.10 Embedding Learning from the Adult / Child Practice Reviews (APR / CPR) 

in practice is a challenge.  Over the last twelve months the Child Practice 

Review group has reviewed all the previous CPRs that have taken place 



in North Wales over the last three years to ensure all action plans are 

completed and approved at the Board. 

 

Key Achievements of the Safeguarding Boards during 2018/19 

5.11 Nomination to Social Care Wales Accolade in the category of “Effective 

approaches to Safeguarding Practice”, for which the North Wales 

Safeguarding Adults Board (NWSAB) was highly commended. 

 

5.12 Established a community of practice events to bring services together and 

to share good practice, challenges and research with professionals from 

different agencies in relation to CSE. 

 

5.13 Launched a safeguarding video ‘See Something / Say Something’. Which 

is available on the Safeguarding Board‘s website and is available for local 

agencies to use. 

 

5.14 Contributed to the development of the Safeguarding Procedures via 

representation at the Project Board and responded to the consultations on 

the relevant sections. 

 

5.15 Engaged with Social Care Wales and other Safeguarding Boards across 

Wales in the development of the Regional Safeguarding Board Training 

Framework. 

 

5.16 The ongoing development of the Safeguarding Board Website has seen 

an increase in resources and information being made available, not only 

for professionals but also for the general public. The number of people 

who have signed up to receive weekly updates for the website has 

increased again in 2018/19 and the number of page views on the site has 

increased.  

 

Other Matters relevant to the work of the Safeguarding Boards: 

5.17 There are increasing demands, complexity and expectations on all 

agencies involved in safeguarding.  This coupled with financial 

challenges, leads to challenges for all agencies. One such impact on 

Safeguarding Boards has been the reduced capacity of Board members 

to release staff to undertake part in Board work such as providing 

reviewers for Child / Adult practice reviews.   

 

 

 

6 – Equality Impact Assessment [including impacts on the Welsh Language] 

 

The Annual Report 2018/19 is a summary of work undertaken throughout the year 

across the North Wales footprint. Individual proposals / decisions will have been 

considered. 

 

 

7 – Financial Implications 

The North Wales Safeguarding Board uses the national funding formula to assess and 

identify annual financial contributions from statutory partner agencies.  IOACC 



contribution is in line with this formula.  Budgets are to be agreed by Safeguarding Board 

partners to ensure sustainability in taking forward programmes of work and to be rolled 

forward until modified to ensure stability and security of funding over more than one 

financial year. 

 

 

8 – Appendices: 

1, North Wales Safeguarding Board Annual Report 2018/19 

 

 

9 - Background papers (please contact the author of the Report for any further 

information): 
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AMH           Adult Mental Health 

APR      Adult Practice Review 

AWCPP All Wales Child Protection  
 Procedures 

BCUHB Betsi Cadwaladr University Health 
Board 

CAMH Children Adolescent Mental   Health 

CCBC          Conwy County Borough   Council 

CHC Continuing Health Care 

CPR Child Practice Review 

CRC Community Rehabilitation Company 

CSE Child Sexual Exploitation 

DCC Denbighshire County Council 

LDG Local Delivery Group 

DHR Domestic Homicide Review 

EAPR Extended Adult Practice Review 

ECPR Extended Child Practice Review 

FCC Flintshire County Council 

GC Gwynedd Council 

HASCAS     Health and Social Care Advisory Service 

HSB Harmful Sexual Behavior 

IOAC Isle of Anglesey Council 

KPI Key Performance Indicator 

LA Local Authority 

LDU  Local Delivery Unit 

LSCB  

MAPF Multi-Agency Professional Forum 

MARAC Multi-Agency Risk Assessment 
Conference 

MHLD Mental Health Learning Disabilities                                                                                                                                

 

NISB National Independent Safeguarding 
Board 

NPS National Probation Service 

NSPCC National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to  Children 

NWP  North Wales Police 

NWSB North Wales Safeguarding Boards 

NWSAB North Wales Safeguarding Adults 
Board 

NWSCB North Wales Safeguarding 
Board 

POVA Protection of Vulnerable Adults 

P & P Policy & Procedure 

PCC Police Complaints Commissioner 

PHW Public Health Wales 

PRUDIC Procedural Response to Unexpected 
Death in Childhood 

PVPU Protecting Vulnerable Persons Unit 

SCWDP Social Care Workforce Development 
Partnership 

SERAF Sexual Exploitation Risk Assessment 
Framework 

SMART Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Realistic, Timely 

SSWBA Social Services Wellbeing Act (Wales) 
2014 

T & WDG Training and Workforce   Development 
Group 

WAST Welsh Ambulance Service Trust 

WCBC Wrexham County Borough Council 

WG Welsh Government 

YN Ynys Mon 
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CONTACT INFORMATION AND USEFUL LINKS 

If you have concerns about a child:  

 

           If you have concerns about an adult: 
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